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Central Academy Fam- ilies 

 CATA has some very exciting 

news—our Theatre Group won 9 

awards, including Best Play, Best Actor, 

Best Supporting Actress, 4 All Star Cast, 

Best Director, and Best Ensemble at the 

Southeastern Theatre Competition this 

weekend in Mobile, Alabama with their performance of The Parchman Hour.  Cast 

and crew have worked tirelessly on this production this year and poured their hearts 

into retelling the story of the Freedom Riders’ journey through the Deep South to end 

segregation.  Congratulations to the entire cast and crew and to our CATA staff and 

CATA families that have so tirelessly supported them.   Thank you also to all those that 

contributed to enabling our students to travel to Alabama—UCPS, the UC Arts Coun-

cil, the City of Monroe, and many, many private donors, including some of the Free-

dom Riders themselves, and of course, our theatre supporters.    

 This past week, the North Carolina State Board of Education voted to allow 

districts the flexibility to waive the additional instructional time to meet course require-

ments, due to the extensive inclement weather this year.   Our superintendent, Dr. 

Ellis, has waived the additional missed days and students will no longer have to at-

tend school for an extra eleven minutes.  Starting on Monday, March 10th, we will re-

adjust our dismissal and release times to their normal schedule.  CATA dismissal time 

will return to 3:30 pm.   
 The ACT was given to all Juniors in UCPS this past Tuesday, March 4th, and the 

testing went very well at CATA.  The makeup date is March 18th for those few that 

were absent.  This past week CATA participated in a Tornado Safety Drill.  Students 

and staff did a great job following our tornado procedures.   

 The PTSO would like to serve our CATA Teachers and Staff a variety of pies on 

"Pi Day", which is March 14th, or 3.14.   This is just another creative way that the PTSO 

shows the teachers and staff that the community is thinking about them.  See the 

Chronicle to sign up, or call the school if you cannot access the Chronicle.  

  Spring sports—Varsity Baseball defeats rival UA for the second time.  Men’s 

Tennis player Cameron Clemmons is mentioned in Union News as one of five Union 

County Players to watch!  Men’s Tennis and Women’s Softball played this past week 

and continue to do well.  Women’s Soccer will be playing again next week.  Winter 

Track State Medal Winner, Elijah Inuwa was honored at the BOE meeting this past 

week.  Congratulations.   We also proudly announce our new Head Football 

Coach as Mr. Phil Smith.  Coach Smith and our assistant coaches met with our foot-

ball players this past Thursday.  Coach Smith will be coming to us full time at the 

start of May and will be working with staff on site to coordinate off season workouts 

prior to that time.  He will be involved with our athletes on a weekly basis until he 

can be here full time.  We look forward to his leadership.   

 There is information on registration in the Cougar Chronicle and on the web-

site.  Registration begins on March 12th.  We ask that you view the videos, and read 

the information so that you and your child make good choices about classes as class 

changes will be minimal and limited to necessary changes next year.   

 Please remember that today, Sunday, March 9th, is Daylight Savings Time.  Be 

sure to “Spring” ahead if you have not done so already.   

 The Cougar Chronicle, our Facebook page,  in addition to our website, will be 

the  main form of communication from school to home.   At CATA we will continue to 

work toward Leading the Way so that your child can lead the way in the future!  Go 

Cougars!   - Mrs. Kim Fisenne, Principal 

600 Brewer Drive, Monroe, 

NC 28112 

(704) 296-3088 (Phone) 

(704) 296-3090 (Fax) 

http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us  

http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us
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---Class of 2014Class of 2014Class of 2014---Seniors  
Graduation Day:  Thursday, June 12, 2014 at Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC   

    3:00 pm  
 

Yearbook Ads:  Parents get your Yearbook Ad in—Final Date—3/11. Contact Ms. Eaton 

at CATA at lisa.eaton@ucps.k12.nc.us, or call the school.  

 

Scholarships: 
 We are receiving a lot of scholarships in the Guidance Office. Please check our scholarship page frequently by 

clicking here.   The following scholarships have upcoming deadlines-  Kohl’s Cares Scholarship Program 

(March 14), Union Power Cooperative Scholarship (March 21), Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship (March 31), 

Doodle 4 Google Scholarship (March 20), M. Wayne Mangum Scholarship (3/26), Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Scholarship (March 31), OMNOVA Scholarship (4/1), and NC Hispanic College Fund Scholarship (4/1).  More in-

formation about all of these scholarships are listed on our scholarship page. 

 Three scholarships are available for UCPS seniors: The Union County Educational Office Professionals Scholarship 

- a  $1,000 award that will be given to one senior of a Union County Association of Educational Office Profession-

als member;    The Ann H. Williams Memorial Scholarship - an $800 scholarship that will be awarded to a senior of 

a UCPS employee; and  Billy Stegall Memorial Scholarship - a $500 scholarship that will be awarded to a UCPS 

senior.     Please check our scholarship page frequently by clicking here.   

 SECU Foundation's 'People Helping People' Scholarship: Each NC high school will receive (1) four-year scholar-

ship valued at $10,000 (payable at $1,250 per semester to attend one of the 16 constituent campuses of the 

UNC System. To be eligible, students must: 1). be a US Citizen and resident of NC; 2). plan to attend one of the 16 

UNC-system schools; 3). have a minimum 2.5 GPA; and 4). have demonstrated leadership, excellence of char-

acter, integrity, and community involvement. Also, the student must not be a director, employee, or family 

member of an employee of the State Employees' Credit Union or the SECU Foundation. If you are interested, 

please pick up an interest form in the Guidance Office. The interest form, a detailed resume, and two letters of 

recommendation from organizations in which you have completed community service with must be given to 

Mrs. Cameron by the deadline. Please note: if you are planning to attend a North Carolina community college, 

you may be eligible for a $5,000 scholarship. Please contact the Financial Aid office at the community college 

for more details. If you have any questions, please see Mrs. Cameron. Deadline: April 10, 2014. 
 

Transcripts:   Click here for directions on the Transcript Process. 

Guidelines are as follows: 

 after the first 3 transcripts students will need to pay $2 for each additional transcript 

 student will be handed an official transcript in a CATA envelope, upon receipt of the $2 fee 

 student will be responsible for addressing and mailing the envelope containing their transcript 

 If you are applying to a N.C. college or university, please send your transcripts through the Transcript Manager 

on CFNC's website.   

 
The Cougar Council PTSO will be awarding three $500 scholarships to CATA seniors. The scholarship award is de-

signed for graduating seniors possessing strong character, a demonstrated belief in service to the community, and 

academic evidence predicting success in college. To be eligible, the student must have a minimum GPA of 2.5, the 

student or parent must be a member of PTSO, and the student has applied to attend a community college or high-

er level of schooling. A completed application, resume, two letters of recommendation, and a one-page essay on 

the topic, "Why I should be awarded the Cougar Council PTSO Scholarship" should be submitted by the deadline. 

Applications are available in the Guidance Office. Deadline: April 10, 2014.  

 

College Finances: 

For seniors and their parents it is time to fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). To 

learn more about the FAFSA and financial aid, you may want to read this article: “Financial Aid Myths – 

Part I”  by clicking here.    You can also read “Financial Aid Myths—Part 2” by clicking here   

Or  “Financial Aid Tips from an Expert” by clicking here . 

Go to https://fafsa.ed.gov to complete this form.   

mailto:lisa.eaton@ucps.k12.nc.us?subject=Yearbook%20Ad
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/ScholarshipsFinancialAid.php
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/ScholarshipsFinancialAid.php
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/ScholarshipsFinancialAid.php
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/TranscriptRequests.php
http://www.collegeadmissionsstrategies.com/2014/01/financial-aid-myths-part-i/
http://www.collegeadmissionsstrategies.com/2014/01/financial-aid-myths-part-i/
http://www.collegeadmissionsstrategies.com/2014/01/financial-aid-myths-part-2/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CollegeAdmissionsStrategies+(College+Admissions+Strategies)
http://www.collegeadmissionsstrategies.com/2014/02/financial-aid-tips-from-an-expert/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CollegeAdmissionsStrategies+(College+Admissions+Strategies)
https://fafsa.ed.gov
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GUIDANCE INFORMATION 
 

STEM Awards—STEM is Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 

in Education—something that we embody at CATA.  Please see this new awards 

program on page 11 of this chronicle, or visit this website to learn more  pbschar-

lotte.org 

 

ACT—All Juniors took the ACT on March 4th.  The make-up date is 3/18.      

 Juniors planning to take the SAT this spring, and all Juniors that take the ACT in March at 

school,  need to make sure they list four colleges in which they wish to send their scores to. The 

colleges can be schools you are just thinking about and schools you are definitely interested in. 

Either way, entering those schools when you take the SAT / ACT is the only time your scores will 

be sent for free. The Guidance Office cannot sent test scores to colleges! 

 

All students…. 
Students interested in summer enrichment opportunities should check out our Summer Opportuni-

ties page on the school counseling website: http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/

SummerOpportunities.php. Deadlines for some programs are quickly approaching. 

 

AP Exams—Deposit of $15 was due by Wed March 5th to Ms. Tweed in Guidance.  Full pay-

ment is due by April 21st.  Remember that if you do not take the AP exam, your letter grade is 

dropped one letter per UCPS BOE policy.  AP exams can earn you college credit—sign up to-

day!!! 

 

Parents—Are you concerned about your child’s progress in school, social success, or commitment to school?  If so, 

please contact your child’s Guidance Counselor today.  We will work together to support your child’s success.   

---Class of 2014Class of 2014Class of 2014--- 

Did you check out a calculator from the media center for your Fall math 

class???  If so, now is the time to return it if you are no longer in that class.  Other stu-

dents are waiting to check out calculators.  Please return yours today.   

Calculators will be a tool that your child will use throughout high school and it is im-

portant to invest in a calculator so that your child is able to use that tool throughout the school 

year both at home and at school.   

This past week, the North Carolina State Board of Education suspended State Board Policy GCS-

M-001 for the 2013-2014 School Year. The policy sets the seat hour requirements for courses 

taught on the semester block schedule. With the State Board decision to suspend this policy, our 

Superintendent Dr. Ellis has been granted the flexibility to waive the missed student days that re-

quired schools to add 11 extra minutes to their daily schedule. 

 

Starting on Monday, March 10th, schools will re-adjust their dismissal and release 

times to their normal schedules.  CATA dismissal time will return to 3:30 pm.   

 

Again, based on the action taken this past week by the North Carolina State Board of Education, 

Dr. Ellis has waived the additional missed days and students will no longer have to attend school 

for an extra eleven minutes. 

pbscharlotte.org
pbscharlotte.org
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/SummerOpportunities.php
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/guidance/SummerOpportunities.php
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Central Academy  - 2014-15 Registration Information 
 
Parents and students - Registration materials are available on the CATA web site, please click here to see 

the videos and forms.  This year we are spotlighting registration with video clips. While these videos are not 

worthy of an Oscar, we hope they will assist you in the registration process. Included on the web site is the 

registration forms and forms your student might need to participate in certain classes or programs. We 

hope by providing the information early, parents and students will have an opportunity to review classes 

and make decisions. You may print a registration form for your use; students will be given a hard copy of 

the registration form when they register.  We must stress that this is your opportunity to choose classes and 

that you should pick classes that you will be happy with.  Students will only have the opportunity to ask for 

class changes if they are missing a pre-requisite.  The schedule will be created based on the requests from 

students—because of this schedule change requests will be very limited and students/parents should not 

expect to be able to change classes.   

 

On March 12th students in second semester academy classes will meet with their academy counselor and 

register for 2014-15 classes. First semester academy classes will be registered by grade level and acade-

mies following the second semester registration.  Students will be given their registration form during regis-

tration along with their transcript, and a registration card. Each student’s registration card will be reviewed 

by the counselor for accuracy. Completed registration forms will be sent home with the student for the 

parent’s review and record on the day they register. The registration schedule is posted on the guidance 

web site. 

 

We encourage students to challenge themselves with their class choices, however, if a teacher does not 

recommend that you take an Honors level course, you will be signed up for the college preparatory level.  

If you still wish to take the higher level course, against your teachers’ recommendations, your parent will be 

required to sign a waiver.   We think AP courses are a great option for many students that want to chal-

lenge themselves with a college level course and we hope that many students will take advantage.  AP 

teachers will be placing an AP video online for students to view so that they are aware of the rigor of the 

class.  All students taking an AP course, and their parent, will be required to sign a contract stating that 

they understand the rigor and understand that they cannot change out of the AP class once the schedule 

is created.   

Student Life 
Club Leadership Council— Next Meeting 3/21 at 8:15 am in Rm. 521 
Clubs discussed how to support Relay for Life this Spring so that we can have a school wide cam-

paign!!   If your club was not there—see Mr. Howard asap to get on the info mailing list!!!!  This will be used for the 

school wide club community project and for spirit info!!!  In addition, Mr. Howard will need info from your club—so 

email him today! 

 Club—spotlight— Clubs Join Together to Support Relay for Life!!  
First fundraising opportunity starts this week—Donate $1 and decorate your 

“footprint” to show how we can  make a difference.    

Save the Date—  “Relay for Life” is on Friday May 2, 2014—Join the CATA Lifesavers 

and sign up to walk.  We will be setting up “camp” to walk through the night to raise 

money for cancer research.  We are all affected by cancer, and certainly our 

school has been...please join now—you can walk, make a donation, buy a foot-

print, or help us plan!!  YOU can make a difference.   

http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/links/2014-2015Registration.php
http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/links/2014-2015Registration.php
http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?team_id=1572940&pg=team&fr_id=61067&fl=en_US&et=n5CuS7J3rkvGiwZzxFwZVA&s_tafId=1344260
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Cougar Athletics 
  

  
Varsity Results:  

Baseball: CATA 3 – Union Academy 0 

Men’s Tennis: CATA 3 – Porter Ridge 6, CATA 5 – Concord 4 

Softball: CATA 1 – Sun Valley 13 

Women’s Soccer: No Games This Week 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Monday 3/10   * HOME Baseball vs. Metrolina 5:00 pm 

AWAY Softball vs. Anson 4:30 pm 

AWAY Tennis vs. Cuthbertson 4:00 pm 

AWAY Golf vs. Mt. Pleasant @ Green Oaks Country Club 3:30 pm 
 

Tuesday 3/11   *AWAY Soccer vs. Sun Valley 6:00 pm 
AWAY JV Baseball vs. Cuthbertson 4:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 3/12   *AWAY Tennis vs. Butler 4:00 pm 
 

Thursday 3/13    *HOME Tennis vs. Monroe @ Monroe High School 4:00 pm 
AWAY Track and Field @ Monroe 4:00 pm 

 

Friday 3/14   *AWAY Baseball vs. Sun Valley JV & Varsity 4:30 & 7:00 pm 
 

Saturday 3/15  *NO Events Scheduled 
 

Other Athletic News: 

 

Winter Sports Awards night will be Wednesday March 19th starting at 

7:00 pm in the auditorium. 

 

CATA Names Coach Phil Smith as New Head Football Coach 
We are pleased to announce that Central Academy of 

Technology and Arts has selected Mr. Phil Smith as the 

new head football coach.  Mr. Smith brings a wealth of 

experience and vision to the Cougars, having previously 

held head coaching positions at Parkwood and North 

Stanly, and as an assistant at Sun Valley, JF Webb, 

West Iredell, Richmond County, Southern Alamance, 

and SE Guilford.  Through his passion for football as 

well as strength and conditioning, we know that Mr. 

Smith will lead the Cougars with knowledge and pride.  
 

Mr. Smith also has extensive experience as the Athletic Director at SE Guilford and we welcome his 

leadership and look forward to the new season with him as Head Football Coach and PE teach-

er.  Mr. Smith will be completing his responsibilities at his current school and will join us full time 

near the start of May, 2014.    During the interim, he will be working with staff on site for off-season 

workouts, and will be here once per week to work with our off-season athletes.  Coach Smith and as-

sistant coaches met with CATA Football players this past Thursday at school.  We will host a meet 

and greet this spring and will announce the date in advance.  Welcome Coach Smith!!!  Go Cougars!! 
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Cougar Pride 

 Congratulations to Elijah Inuwa who was recognized by BOE Chairman, Mr. 

Richard Yerchek, and the entire BOE last week.  Elijah was one of a select 

group of UCPS athletes that won State Titles.  Way to go!! 

 Congratulations to the cast and crew of The Parchman Hour for their very 

successful performance at the Southeastern Theatre Conference this past 

Friday in Alabama!! 

 Congratulations to Cameron Clemons who was named in Union Sports 

section as one of “Five boys’ tennis players to watch”.  Cameron, a Senior, 

was described as: “CATA’s No. 1 player was undefeated last season and 

named conference player of the year”.  Way to go Cameron!! 

 Congratulations and thanks to Turner Finnerty, Ansley Juan, Kyle Hrenyo, 

Eliza Rust, Lukas Duemmler, Lexi Rose, and Jake Hillhouse who represented 

CATA at the Google Symposium last week!!! 

 Congratulations to the Varsity Baseball Team for defeating UA two in a 

row!!  Keep up the hard work this season!!! 

The 12th Annual Service Academy Day 
-Are you a leader looking for a challenge? 

-Are you interested in serving your country as a military officer? 

-Do you have the “right stuff” to graduate from a military academy? 

  
Where? 

Charlotte Catholic HS 

7702 Pineville Matthews Rd, Charlotte, NC 
When? 

Saturday, April 12   10:00 am  

Please be in your seat promptly at 10:00 am. 

 
What? 

Listen to presentations from each of the Five Federal Service Academies 

Speak individually with Congressional Staff, Cadets, Midshipmen, and Academy Representa-

tives 

Have an opportunity to ask questions of each representative in a one on one situation 

Open to High School and Middle School Students interested in attending a Service Academy 

Family Members, Counselors, and Educators are welcome to attend 

  
Who will be there?       

US Military Academy    West Point, NY  US Coast Guard Academy  New London, CT 

US Air Force Academy   Colorado Springs, CO US Merchant Marine Academy   Kings Point, NY 

US Naval Academy  Annapolis, MD 
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Driver’s Education—Sign Up Now!!  Driver’s Ed classes must meet the minimum number 

of students or the class will be cancelled.  Please sign up early so that classes are filled and 

do not have to be cancelled.  If we have to cancel a class, the student will be moved to 

the next scheduled class. Refunds are not permitted. The fee is $55.00.  A student must be 

at least 14 1/2 years old on the first day of class. Classes will run Monday through Friday 

from 4:00-6:00 pm.  To sign up please contact Ms. Tammy Tweed in the guidance office as 

soon as possible.  The next class is March 17- April 9 
 

Around Campus…  (for all home and away sports times, see Athletics section) 

The CATA website Calendar is a great resource—please see that on the main page. 

Monday, 3/10 am—8:15 Math Tutoring(Bradshaw); pm—3:45 Math Tutoring (Cochran); 3:45 Trav-

el Club; 4:00 Soph Theatre Show Rehearsal (check with Mr. Robinson); 5:00 HOME Baseball vs. 

Metrolina 

Tuesday, 3/11 am—8:15 Math Tutoring(Sheppard/Bradshaw); NHS meeting; Cougar Time; pm—

3:45 Math Tutoring(Cook); Cultural Awareness Club (Janicki); NHS; 4:00 Soph Theatre Show Re-

hearsal; 7:00 PTSO Meeting (Media Center) 

Wednesday, 3/12 am—End of Grading Period8:00 FCA Huddles; 8:15 Math Tutoring(Sheppard); 

pm—3:30 Debate Team;  4:00 AP Art Studio; Soph Theatre Show Rehearsal; 3:45 Math Tutoring 

(O’Connor) 

Thursday, 3/13 am—Cougar Time; pm— Math Tutoring(Brooks); 4:00 HOME Tennis vs. Monroe at 

Monroe HS 

Friday, 3/14— am 8:20 YCI meeting; pm—7:00 Sophomore Theatre Show Shorts 

Saturday 3/15—... 

Sunday 3/16—…. 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

3/12/14—End of Grading Period  (this was changed due to snow days) 

3/17/14—St. Patrick’s Day—Wear Green!! 

3/18/14—ACT Make-up Date 

3/19/14—Report Cards Distributed (this was changed due to snow days) 

3/19/14—Winter Sports Awards Night 

3/21/14—3/22/14—Student Dance Concert 7:00 pm 

3/24/14—Senior Cap and Gown Delivery Day 

April 3, 2014—Blood Drive 

April 14—April 18, 2014—Spring Break 

May 2, 2014—Relay for Life for American Cancer Society 

 

Daylight Savings Time starts Sunday, March 9th.   

Be sure to “Spring” ahead TODAY.  
Snow Days—The snow days will be made up using the Teacher Workdays on 2/17, 3/7, and 4/21.  

These days are now required student days.    

    Yearbooks—Be sure to buy your yearbook!!!! 

  Yearbookforever.com 

http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/
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Information resources from Central Academy include: 

 

Central Academy of Technology and Arts website at :  http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/ 

Central Academy of Technology and Arts Facebook page at:  https://www.facebook.com/CentralAcademyCATA 

Central Academy of Technology and Arts Twitter at:  https://twitter.com/cata_monroe 

Central Academy of Technology and Arts Athletic Twitter at:  https://twitter.com/CATA_Athletics 

Central Academy of Technology and Arts Band page at: http://cataband.blogspot.com/  

 

Any other sites are not sites that are sanctioned by the school.  We caution parents and families to get current 

and accurate information from the official sites listed above.   

If a school club or school organization has an additional page, please notify Administration so that we can 

properly authorize the site.  Thank you.  

CATA involved in UCPS  

Google Symposium 
 

 Union County Public Schools was se-

lected by Google representatives to host the 

esteemed Google Superintendent & Curricu-

lum Leadership Symposium for our region on 

February 26th, 2014.  

 The purpose of the symposium was to 

provide a platform in which attendees could 

have access to information regarding best 

practices of educational technology integra-

tion and the opportunity to learn and discuss the necessary steps to take when implementing a 1:1 

initiative in their district. 

 The morning began with a keynote delivered by Dr. Mary Ellis, UCPS Superintendent, and 

then participants attended various breakout sessions surrounding Leadership & Funding, Infrastruc-

ture, Deployment/Management, Principal Q & A Panel, Student Q & A Panel and Professional De-

velopment.  

 Sessions were delivered by Google, various members of the UCPS Cabinet Staff, Technology 

Services staff, principals at the middle and high school levels and students from the Central Acade-

my of Technology & Arts. Students from Monroe High School’s production class will assist in filming 

the event.  

 Students that presented to participated in the Google Symposium for the session called 

“Student Perspectives” include Turner Finnerty, Ansley Juan, Kyle Hrenyo, Eliza Rust, Lukas 

Duemmler, Lexi Rose, and Jake Hillhouse.  Ms. Fisenne, Principal, Ms. Thompson, Instructional Tech-

nology Facilitator, and Mr. Simon, Technology Resource spoke at the session as well.  Students were 

introduced and each student spoke about their perspective on how technology has impacted 

their learning.  At the conclusion of the talks, attendees were able to ask students questions.  Stu-

dents did a wonderful job answering questions for the attendees.   

 After the morning sessions, students joined the participants 

for lunch and then acted as tour guides when the participants vis-

ited CATA to see technology in action.  Attendees visited the 

classrooms of Dr. Gundersen (English), Ms. Craven (Band), Dr. 

Tarlton (English), and Ms. Morgan (Science) to see how the teach-

ers and students use technology in the classroom.   

http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/
https://www.facebook.com/CentralAcademyCATA
https://twitter.com/cata_monroe
https://twitter.com/CATA_Athletics
http://cataband.blogspot.com/
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Students in ‘Poetry Out Loud’ Competition to Showcase the Written Word 
 

Thirty three high school students from across the state, including Alisha Hartley of Central Academy of Tech-

nology and Arts will take center stage on Saturday, March 15, in Greensboro, to compete in the national 

Poetry Out Loud competition.  Alisha is representing all of Union County Public Schools. 

 

Funded by the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with the Poetry Foundation, and coordinated 

by the North Carolina Arts Council, the poetry recitation program  will be held at locations around down-

town Greensboro, is free and open to the public.  Poetry Out Loud features recitations by students from 

public and private schools, including schools as far away as Haywood County in the mountains to Dare and 

New Hanover on the North Carolina coast.    

 

“The national program demonstrates the collaboration between national, state and local organizations in 

the classroom,” said Banu Valladares, Arts in Education Director for the North Carolina Arts Council. “We are 

grateful to all our partners, especially the Greensboro Public Library, for making poetry accessible and 

meaningful to students across North Carolina.” 

 

The program begins at 10:30 a.m. at the Central Branch of the Greensboro Public Library, 219 North Church 

Street. Three concurrent semifinals at the library and the Greensboro Cultural Center, 200 North Davie Street, 

start at 11:15 a.m. Each semifinal features 11 students.  

 

Winners of the semifinals will move on to the finals, which begin at 2:45 p.m. at the Greensboro Historical Mu-

seum, 130 Summit Avenue. All rounds of the competition are in the same area of downtown, and are free 

and open to the public. 

 

Distinguished members of North Carolina’s literary community will serve as judges. A special part of the 

event is a poetry sampler by the judges, who will recite the works of their favorite poets and/or their own 

work. Semi-final judges include Anjail Rashida Ahmad, Krista Bremer, Marisa Estelrich, Nathan Ross Freeman 

and Jackie Shelton Green. Judges for the finals are Dasan Ahanu, Malaika King Albrecht and Jacinta 

White.  Master of ceremonies is Michael Beadle.  North Carolina Poet Laureate Joseph Bathanti will be there 

the whole day to provide inspiration. 

 

Schools participating in the program received supplemental curriculum materials from the NEA including 

online anthologies, a program guide to help instructors teach recitation and performance, an audio CD 

featuring distinguished actors and writers, promotional and media guides and access to a comprehensive 

website. 

 

Alisha first participated at the school level then competed at the district level. Winners from district competi-

tions advance to the state level competition. The winner at the state level receives $200 and an all-

expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C., for the national championship, which will be held April 29-30, 2014. 

The North Carolina champion will compete for a $20,000 college scholarship.  

 

The state winner's school receives a $500 stipend to be used for purchasing poetry books. The runner-up at 

the state level receives $100, with his or her school receiving a $200 stipend for buying poetry books. All stu-

dents participating in the semi-finals receive free memberships to the N.C. Writers’ Network and the N.C. Po-

etry Society. 

 

For more information, including a complete list of participating students, contact Banu Valladares, N.C. Arts 

Council Arts in Education Director, at (919) 807-6502 or banu.valladares@ncdcr.gov. For questions about ac-

cess or disability accommodations, please contact Catherine Lavenburg, N.C. Arts Council Accessibility Co-

ordinator, at (919) 807-6501 or catherine.lavenburg@ncdcr.gov.  

 

mailto:banu.valladares@ncdcr.gov
mailto:catherine.lavenburg@ncdcr.gov
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PTSO   Are you looking to get involved at CATA?  Join the Cougar Council, PTSO!  We plan 

events for the teachers and provide resources for students.  We would love to have you join 

us!  Please fill out the information sheet on the PTSO website.   

PTSO is continuing to sell CATA senior Yard Signs!  Honor your senior CATA student with a great 

yard sign!!!  Contact the PTSO at the email below for more information and GET YOURS TODAY 

!!!!! 

The PTSO would like to serve our CATA Teachers and Staff a variety of pies on "Pi Day." This is just another 

creative way to show the teachers and staff that we are thinking about them.  Please sign up today 

and help us make this a successful "Pi Day."   
Please bring your pies to the main office on Friday, March 14th by 8:30am.  Please be sure to label that 

they are for the PTSO event so they don't get confused if anyone else is asking for pies.  The link to the 

sign-up is http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4BABAA2AA31-pies 

 

Also, don’t forget that next Tuesday, March 11th is our next PTSO meeting at 7pm in the media cen-

ter.  We really need more parents to come to our meetings.  We appreciate everyone that has helped 

by bringing/sending in requested items and who have helped with events but we will be looking for of-

ficers for next year soon and if we don’t have enough people, the PTSO will be disbanded.  The majori-

ty of the planning and work is falling on the shoulders of just a few people and we need more help.  If 

you are interested in being more involved next year, please start attending our meetings for the re-

mainder of this year so you can get a sense of what’s involved.  I know that due to work and other obli-

gations not everyone can attend our meetings but hopefully some of you are willing to take a more 

active role.  

Remember that we started the Student Academic Recognition program this year, we are awarding 

three $500 scholarships to seniors, have helped pay for the senior medallions for graduation and have 

had other events to support the staff.  We make a difference and would like to continue to do so! 

We need new faces to help come up with new ideas and accomplish plans we already have.  

Please join PTSO and then join us for the meeting!  NEXT MEETING Tuesday, 3/11 AT 7:00 PM. 

To contact the PTSO, please email us at thecougarcouncil@gmail.com. You may also call the 

school at 704-296-3088 and ask for Deb Christensen. 

PTSO is seeking volunteers to help with hospitality/teacher events, and many other areas. Con-

tact  thecougarcouncil@gmail.com to sign up 

Support CATA when you use your VIC card at Harris Teeter. Link your card to our school's ac-

count - # 3612. Click here to re-link online or visit any Harris Teeter store.  We appreciate your 

support! 

Many Thanks and Best Wishes to our Theatre Group as they travel to  

Mobile, Alabama to compete in the Southeastern Theatre Competition!! 
 

The Parchman Hour won the Audience Award at the 

North Carolina Theatre Competition and will represent 

NC in Alabama.  The Parchman Hour has thrilled 

audiences this year and we know 

they will do well in this competition.  

Please wish them well.  
See Added News 

on page 12 !!! 

http://cata.ucps.k12.nc.us/documents/PTSOForm.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E4BABAA2AA31-pies
mailto:thecougarcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:thecougarcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx
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Parent access to 

grades through 

the Parent Portal 

on PowerSchool 
Parent access to grades re-

quires a new Username and 

Password.  To obtain the infor-

mation, parent or legal 

guardian must bring photo ID 

to CATA.   Parents may pick 

up their username and pass-

word during regular office 

hours, from 7:30 am—5:00 

pm.     

Please remember that you 

must show a photo ID to get 

the username and password.  

We will also be asking you to 

verify contact information 

when you come in, so if you 

have any changes to emer-

gency contacts, please bring 

them with you.   

Tutoring Opportunities at CATA 
Teachers have the opportunity to offer both tutoring and enrichment to students that 

they select during Cougar Time.  If you have a concern about your child’s progress, 

feel free to contact your child’s teacher to see when the best way for them to get 

additional support.  

National Honor Society students are available to assist student’s that need some peer 

tutoring in their coursework.  Students that would like this help should go to guidance 

to ask for a counselor to connect them to an NHS student that can offer assistance in that course.  

Every teacher offers tutoring times and this is listed in their class syllabus, on their moodle site, or posted 

in their room.  If you cannot get this information from your child, please email the teacher directly or call 

the school.  

 

WTVI PBS Charlotte is pleased to announce it will launch its first STEM Awards this 

year. The awards will recognize 6th-12th grade students and teachers from the sta-

tion’s 13-county viewing area who exhibit excellence in the field of science, technolo-

gy, engineering and mathematics (STEM). 

Nominees can either nominate themselves or someone they know who builds, per-
forms or organizes STEM-related programs for charities, social clubs or school pro-
jects. Submissions will be judged by a panel of CPCC STEM faculty and staff mem-
bers who will select both student and teacher winners based on set criteria in a num-
ber of categories, such as Focus Excellence in a STEM Field, Most Innovative and 
Best STEM Integration. 

Nominees representing Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lin-

coln, Lancaster, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly, Union and York Counties may submit 

an entry in up to 27 different award categories. The station will also post the top four 

student submissions to its website at PBScharlotte.org and give the public an oppor-

tunity to cast its vote between April 1-15, for the 2014 People’s Choice Award. 

STEM Award winners will be recognized in front of a live studio audience on May 21 

in CPCC’s Halton Theater, located on its Central Campus. The ceremony will be 

broadcast on May 22 at 8 p.m. on PBS Charlotte. During the ceremony, winners will 

receive a trophy for their exemplary STEM efforts. 

Individuals may access the submission form at PBScharlotte.org. The station 

will accept award submissions between March 10-24. To obtain a submission 

form or to learn more about the award criteria and categories, please vis-

it pbscharlotte.org. 

 

Article taken from:  http://www.cpcc.edu/news/wtvi-pbs-charlotte-launches-first-stem-

awards 

WTVI PBS Charlotte launches first STEM 
Awards 

http://www.wtvi.org/blog/2014/02/21/announcing-the-1st/
http://www.wtvi.org/blog/2014/02/21/announcing-the-1st/
pbscharlotte.org
http://www.cpcc.edu/news/wtvi-pbs-charlotte-launches-first-stem-awards
http://www.cpcc.edu/news/wtvi-pbs-charlotte-launches-first-stem-awards
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Central Academy of Technology and Arts 

- Theatre Group Compete in AND WIN the 

Southeastern Theatre Competition!! 
 

The Parchman Hour won the Audience Award at the 

North Carolina Theatre Competition and represented NC 

in Alabama.  The Parchman Hour WON the Southeastern 

Theatre Competition!  Way to go CATA!!!!! 

 

Thank you to all of the supporters that made this trip pos-

sible—Union County Public Schools, Union County Com-

munity Arts Council, the City of Monroe, Wingate Univer-

sity, NC Theatre Conference, and many, many support-

ers, including a few of the Freedom Riders themselves!!  

Thank you to all who came to view the show as well.   

 

 Shidarius Barrett—Best Actor Award 

 Samantha Jackson- Best Supporting Actress Award 
 Carlton Collins, TJ Schmidt, Nkeki Obi-Melekwe and 

Amina Faye named to All-Star Cast 
 Best Play Award 

 Mr. Robinson—Best Director Award 
 Best Ensemble Award 

Samantha Jackson with Ter-

rence Mann, Broadway star 

of Pippin. 


