
SECOND GRADE 
 

 
 

                                     May 2020 

 Hello Parents,  

We hope that this letter finds your family healthy and settled into a “new normal”.  Over the last  
two weeks, teachers began teaching new standards in Language Arts and Math instruction.  New standards for 
Science will begin the week of May 4th and Social Studies, the week of May 11th.  
 
As a school district, we continue to work to offer resources that support learners at home through print and 
online opportunities.   Attached you will find lesson activities and support for you as you help guide your child 
through new learning.  This material will look different from the last two weeks in that there are specific 
activities for each lesson, not choice boards.  Your child’s teacher will also be providing learning support during 
this time.  
 
Please remember, all activities are optional and completed work will not need to be returned to school for 
grading or credit.  If you find you need more resources, please check the UCPS  EmpowerED Family Portal on 
our website www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917. 
 

Stay safe and healthy! 
 
 
Estimados Padres, 

Esperamos que al recibir esta carta su familia se encuentre saludable y establecida en una "nueva 
normalidad". Durante las últimas dos semanas, los maestros empezaron a enseñar nuevos estándares en 
Artes del Lenguaje y Matemáticas. Los nuevos estándares para Ciencias comenzarán la semana del 4 de 
Mayo y para Estudios Sociales, la semana del 11 de Mayo. 

Como distrito escolar, continuamos trabajando para ofrecer recursos que apoyen a los estudiantes en el hogar 
a través de oportunidades impresas y en línea. Adjunto encontrará actividades de las lecciones y apoyo para 
usted mientras ayuda a guiar a su hijo a través de un nuevo aprendizaje. Este material parecerá diferente al 
de las dos últimas semanas en los que hay actividades específicas para cada lección, no tableros de elección. 
El maestro de su hijo también proporcionará apoyo de aprendizaje durante este tiempo. 

Por favor recuerde, todas las actividades son opcionales y una vez que complete el trabajo no necesitará 
devolverlo a la escuela para calificación o crédito. Si cree que necesita más recursos, consulte el Portal de la 
Familia EmpowerED  en nuestro sitio web www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917. 

Manténgase seguro y saludable! 

 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917
http://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917
http://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2917


Grade: 2nd Subject: English Language Arts Week of: May 4TH  
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

RI.2.6  Identify the author’s 
main purpose of a text, 
including what the author 
wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Reading (Monday) - Have your child 
read and complete pages 202-205 
Lesson 13, Author’s Purpose. 
 
 
 
Reading (Thursday) - Have your child 
read “Apple Picking Time” and 
complete pages 210-214 Lesson 13, 
Author’s Purpose 

 

 
 

1 

https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/15YvTLI0HIlGd06yxK5J8SW7CGWd_Ea4b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/15YvTLI0HIlGd06yxK5J8SW7CGWd_Ea4b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/15YvTLI0HIlGd06yxK5J8SW7CGWd_Ea4b/view?usp=sharing


 

W.2.2  Write 
informative/explanatory texts 
in which students introduce a 
topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, 
and provide a concluding 
statement or section. 
a. With guidance and support 
from adults, organize 
information and ideas 
around a topic to plan and 
prepare 
to write. 

Writing (Monday):  
Have your child read and complete 
pages 20-25 of Writing to Inform. 
During Step 4 your child will organize 
the beginning, middle and end of an 
informational paragraph by completing 
a graphic organizer. 
 
During Step 5 your child will draft out 
their paragraph.  The draft is an early 
copy of what he or she wants to write. 
It will not be perfect.  Your child will 
revise it on another day. 
  

L.2.4 Determine and/or clarify 
the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies: 
context clues, word parts, 
word relationships, and 
reference materials. 

Word Work (Thursday) 
Prefixes, p. 450-451 
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https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/1OAgF6NO6IlQc8yXkOmjREhGix32PFmYd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/1nZjRLtrLiOhMl4Co0rU0AteTRqEpFAyO/view?usp=sharing
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Grade: 2nd Subject:  English Language Arts           Week of: May 11TH  
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

RI.2.8 Identify the reasons 
an author gives to support 
ideas in a text. 

Reading (Monday) - Have your child read 
and complete Identifying Reasons, p. 
310-313. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading (Thursday) - Identifying 
Reasons, Have your child read and 
complete pages 318 - 322. 
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https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/19YFXClbRs_688Dds56ITBZgMo1bhh11v/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/19YFXClbRs_688Dds56ITBZgMo1bhh11v/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/19YFXClbRs_688Dds56ITBZgMo1bhh11v/view?usp=sharing


 

 

W.2.2  Write informative 
texts in which they 
introduce a topic, use 
facts and definitions to 
develop points, and 
provide a concluding 
statement or section. 
b. With guidance and 
support from adults and 
peers, focus on a topic 
and strengthen writing as 
needed by revising and 
editing. 

Writing (Monday) -  Your child will now 
revise their writing.  Have them read and 
complete Writing to Inform, p. 26-31. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

24 

https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/1O-Tel9M2UyA6AYKrZu6E8XwLdNJS2mp6/view?usp=sharing


 

L.2.1 Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking 

Word Work (Thursday) - Have your child 
read and complete pages 420-421, 
Adjectives and Adverbs. 
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https://drive.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/file/d/1Z3PR_u8siUdSlYbz3OH_Dd5X7hI5neLv/view?usp=sharing
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    Grade: 2nd  Subject: Math Week of: May 4th 
  

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

2.NC.G.3 
 

Partitioning or dividing circles and rectangles into 
halves and fourths:  

1. Complete Lesson 26- Part 1, Learn the Skill 
● In this activity, your child will learn to 

recognize and describe halves and fourths 
of a circle.  

 

Answer Key 

1. Halves 
2. 4; fourths 
3. 2; Halves 

 
2. Complete Lesson 26- Part 2, Practice the Skill 

● In this part of the activity, your child will 
practice dividing squares into halves or 
fourths.  

Answer Key 

4.   2 equal parts drawn; halves 
5.   4 equal parts drawn; fourths 
6.   2 equal parts drawn in a different way than in #4 
7.   4 equal parts drawn in a different way than in #5 
8.   No, the parts are not equal shares  

 

Halves and fourths do not have to be 
the same shape, but must still be 
equal parts of the shape. All of the 
examples below show fourths.  

 

  
● Second graders are not 

required to write halves and 
fourths as fractions. They 
should only use the words 
half, halves, fourth(s), half of, 
fourth of, quarter of.  

2.NC.G.3 
 

Partitioning or dividing circles and rectangles into 
halves, fourths, and thirds:  

1. Complete Lesson 26- Part 3, Learn the Skill 
● During this activity, your child will be 

introduced to thirds. The activity will also 
review halves and fourths.  

Answer Key 

1. Check to see that the rectangle has two equal 
parts. 

2. Half 
3. Check to see that the rectangle has two equal 

parts.  
 
        2. Complete Ready Center Activity 2.54-  
Practice the Skill with a family member 

● This is a fun family game that will allow 
your child to practice dividing various 
shapes into halves, fourths, or thirds. 
Encourage your child to think about a 
variety of ways shapes could be divided 
into equal parts to show halves, fourths, or 
thirds.  

 

● Halves, thirds, and fourths do 
not have to be the same 
shape, but still represent 
equal parts of the shape. 

● Second graders are not 
required to write halves, 
thirds, and fourths as 
fractions. They should only 
use the words half, halves, 
third(s),  fourth(s), half of, 
third of, fourth of, quarter of.  

● Alternative for dice: Write 
numbers 1-6 on small pieces 
of paper. Put them in a cup or 
bowl. When it is your turn, pull 
a number out of the cup. Put 
it back when you are finished.  
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Lesson 26 - Part 1, Learn the Skill 
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Lesson 26- Part 2, Practice the Skill 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

45 



 
 
 
 
Lesson 26- Part 3, Learn the Skill 
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Ready Center Activity 2.54- Practice the Skill 

 
 
 

Game board is on the next page. 
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Grade:   2nd Subject:   Math Week of: May 11th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

2.NC.OA.1 
 

Solving word problems involving comparisons:  
 

1. Complete Solving Comparison Word Problems A- 
Learn the Skill 

● This activity will introduce how to use a 
drawn model or picture to solve problems 
that involve comparisons.  

● Help your child use the steps provided on 
the right for problem solving.  

 

Answer Key 

1. 1st sentence- circle fewer; 2nd sentence- circle 
more 

2. 10 
3. D, 11 
4. 5 

 
2. Complete Solving Comparison Word Problems A- 

Practice the Skill 
● This activity provides your child with an 

opportunity to use the steps for solving 
comparison problems.  

 

Answer Key 

1. 46 
2. 13 
3. 83 
4. 30 
5. 14 

 

Comparison problems involve 
relationships between quantities or 
amounts. In some situations, the 
difference between two quantities 
may need to be determined. In other 
situations, the larger or smaller 
quantity may need to be determined.  
 
Steps for Solving Comparison 
Problems:  

1. Think about what you know. 
Write more and less 
statements to guide your 
thinking.  

2. Draw a picture or model.  
3. Write an equation.  
4. Solve.  

2.NC.OA.1 
 

Solving word problems involving comparisons: 
 

1. Complete Solving Comparison Word Problems B- 
Learn the Skill 

● This activity will review how to use a drawn 
model or picture to solve problems that 
involve comparisons.  

● Help your child use the steps provided on 
the right for problem solving. 

 

Answer Key 

8. 3; 3 
9. 9 
10. 9 + 3 = 12 
11. ___ - 3 = 9 

Steps for Solving Comparison 
Problems:  

1. Think about what you know. 
Write more and less 
statements to guide your 
thinking.  

2. Draw a picture or model.  
3. Write an equation.  
4. Solve. 

49 



12. 8-2 = 6 

  
2. Complete Solving Comparison Word Problems B- 

Practice the Skill 
● This activity provides your child with an 

opportunity to use the steps for solving 
comparison problems.  

 

Answer Key 

1. 22 
2. 38 
3. 8 
4. 51 
5. 59 
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Solving Comparison Problems A - Learn the Skill 
 
 
 
 

51 
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Comparison Word Problems A - Practice the Skill 
Solve each word problem below. Write an equation to match each problem.  

1. Mom made 19 sugar cookies. She made 27 fewer sugar cookies than chocolate chip 

cookies. How many chocolate chip cookies did she make? 

2. Alexander went to a local park to feed the ducks and geese. He saw 13 more geese than 

ducks. He saw 26 geese. How many ducks did Alexander see?  

3. Fifty-five students signed up for the art club. That is 27 fewer than the number of students that signed 

up for the P.E. club. How many students signed up for the P.E. club?  

4. Hannah checked out a new chapter book from her classroom library. She read 13 pages of the book 

on Monday. On Tuesday, she read 17 more pages than on Monday.  How many pages did she read 

on Tuesday?  

5. Jada planted a garden over spring break. She planted 32 bean plants. She planted 18 corn 

plants. How many fewer corn plants did she plant than bean plants?  
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Comparison Word Problems B- Learn the Skill 
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Comparison Word Problems B- Try the Skill 
Solve each word problem below. Write an equation to match each problem.  

1. Mom baked 36 chocolate chip cupcakes for the party. She baked 14 more chocolate chip cupcakes 

than vanilla cupcakes. How many vanilla cupcakes did she bake?  

2. There were 22 more trucks than cars in the mall parking lot.There were 16 cars in the mall parking 

lot. How many trucks were in the parking lot? 

3. Fifteen boys were playing on the playground. Twenty-three girls were playing on the playground. How 

many more girls were playing than boys?  

4. Ben has thirty-two pennies in his piggy bank. He has 19 fewer pennies than dimes. How many dimes 

does Ben have in his piggy bank?  

5. There are 63 students in first grade. That is four more than the number of students in second grade. 

How many students are in second grade?  
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Grade: 2nd Subject: Science Week of: May 4th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

 
 

2.L.1.1 
Summarize the 

life cycle of 
animals 

including: 
- Birth 

- Developing 
into an adult 

- Reproducing 
- Aging and 

death 
 

Lesson 1: What is a life cycle? 
1. Go outside and find an animal (bird, squirrel, worm, 

pet). 
2. Ask your child to think about the animal. Discuss 

how they think the animal has changed over time 
and what changes might happen in the future. 

3. Draw What You Know!: Have your child sketch 
pictures of what they know about the stages of this 
animal’s life cycle on a piece of paper or with chalk 
outside. 

During your child’s animal discussion,  
ask some of these questions. 

● How did this animal start their 
life? (Did they hatch from an 
egg? Were they born in a 
litter?) 

● How did they look right after 
they were born?  

● What has changed about how 
they look over time? How will 
their looks change in the 
future? 

● How will more animals like 
this come about? (this animal 
will have babies) 

 
The stages of the life cycle are 

● Birth 
● Developing into an adult 
● Reproducing 
● Aging and death 

 
Help your child understand that all 
living things in nature are 
programmed to age and eventually 
die.  

 
2.L.1.1 

Summarize the 
life cycle of 

animals 
including: 

- Birth 
- Developing 
into an adult 

- Reproducing 
- Aging and 

death 

Lesson 2: Exploring the Life Cycle of a Butterfly 
 

1. Ask your child to draw or paint a picture of a 
butterfly. While they are drawing, connect your 
previous conversation about life cycles, asking 
what they know about a butterfly’s life cycle. 

2. Show the attached diagram of a butterfly’s life cycle 
and read the Butterfly Life Cycle Poem.  

3. Act it Out!: Use the diagram and poem to discuss 
the stages of a butterfly. Have your child act out 
each stage as you re-read the poem. 

1. Use the information from Lesson 1 
to help guide your discussion and 
make connections. 
 
2. Compare your conversations with 
your child to the diagram. Discuss that 
a butterfly’s life cycle begins as an 
egg then develops into a caterpillar. 
Then they are in the chrysalis before 
transforming into a butterfly. 
 
Guiding Questions to ask: 

● How is the butterfly’s life cycle 
similar to the animal we 
discussed in lesson 1? How is 
it different? 

● What do you notice about the 
changes in appearance?  

 
Suggested Book Titles for Support 
(Available by Search on YouTube):  
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The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle 
 

 
Waiting for Wings by Lois Ehert 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkYmvxP0AJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLDrv4X4H9Y
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Grade: 2nd Subject: Science Week of: May 11th 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

 
2.L.1.2 

Compare life 
cycles of 

different animals 
such as, but not 

limited to 
mealworms, 
ladybugs, 
crickets, 

guppies or 
frogs. 

 

Lesson 1: Exploring the Life Cycle of a Frog 
 

1. Ask your child: Do you think all animals have the same 
life cycles? 

2. Use the attached diagram of the Life Cycle of a Frog 
to discuss the life cycle of a frog. 

3. Build a Cycle: Use Play-Doh, clay, Lego blocks or 
any other medium to create each stage of the frog. 
Have your child explain the labels of each stage as 
they create it. 

1. All animals do have some sort 
of life cycle, but they are not 
all the same. Some have 
different stages, some are 
longer or shorter than others, 
and some animals change 
their looks entirely through 
the cycle and others do not. 

2. Guiding Questions:  
● What do you notice is similar 

to the butterfly’s life cycle? 
What is different? 

 
● Similarities:  

-The appearance of the 
animal completely changes 
(transforms) from birth to 
adult.  
- Both begin as an egg. 

 
● Differences:  

-Frog’s life cycle has 5 
stages, whereas the 
butterfly’s only has 4. 
-The frog stays in/near water 
the entire life cycle. A butterfly 
begins only on land, but then 
has the ability to fly in air 
when it is an adult. 
 

Suggested Book Titles for Support 
(Available by Search on YouTube):  

 
Frogs by Gail Gibbons 

2.L.1.2 
Compare life 

cycles of 
different animals 
such as, but not 

limited to 
mealworms, 
ladybugs, 
crickets, 

guppies or 
frogs. 

Lesson 2: Exploring the Life Cycle of a Chicken 
 

1. Have your child cut out the cards of the Life Cycle 
of a Chicken. 

 
2. Using what they have learned so far about life 

cycles, have your child try to put the stages of the 
life cycle in order. They can check their work using 
the attached Life Cycle of a Chicken diagram. 
 

3. Write a Story: Staple or glue multiple sheets of 
paper together like a book. Have your child write a 

Continue comparing similarities and 
differences between a chicken’s life 
cycle and others you have learned 
about. 
 

● Similarities:  
-A butterfly’s, frog’s and 
chicken’s life cycles all begin 
with an egg. 
- All have four or 5 stages. 
 

● Differences: 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaQoIOEHZlI


story about the life cycle of a chicken with 
illustrations included. Be creative! The book can be 
a nonfiction teaching book with only facts or it could 
be a fiction story with made-up characters that 
includes facts about the life cycle. 

-A baby chick looks very 
similar to the adult chicken. 
There isn’t as much of a 
transformation that happens 
in the middle stages. 
 

It may be helpful to read or watch 
videos of the following suggested 
book titles to give your child ideas for 
writing their story. 

 
Suggested Book Titles for Support 
(Available by Search on YouTube): 

 
Millie’s Chickens by  Brenda Williams 
and Valeria Cis 
 

 
My Life as a Chicken by Ellen A. 
Kelley 
 

 
Source: https://learning-center.homesciencetools.com/article/life-cycle-frog/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mIfm1aQRkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5YqokuYqX0&disable_polymer=true
https://learning-center.homesciencetools.com/article/life-cycle-frog/
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Sorting Cards: Have your child cut out cards to complete Activity for Lesson 2.  
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Grade:   2nd  Subject: Social Studies Week of:  May 4 
 

Continue to choose activities from the choice boards.  

 
 
Grade:   2nd  Subject: Social Studies Week of:  May 11 
 

STANDARD ACTIVITY LESSON SUPPORT 

2.G.1.1 

Interpret maps 

of the school 

and community 

that contain 

symbols, 

legends and 

cardinal 

directions. 
 
 

Day 1: Understanding a 
Map and Map Vocabulary 

● Geographers will 

understand why we use 

geographic tools such as 

maps and map features by 

reading a map, labeling its 

features, and discussing who 

would use it. 
 

1. Begin lesson by asking students what they know 
about a map.  Ask students to share vocabulary 
words and why we use maps. 

2. Introduce the vocabulary words: map, globe, 
compass rose and map key. 

3. Define each word and draw a picture to match each 
word on the worksheet. 

● Map:  A map is a drawing of all or part of the 
Earth’s surface.  It shows where things are 
located.  

● Globe: A globe is a picture of a planet drawn 
on a sphere.  It is like a scale model of the 
planet.  

● Compass Rose:  Is a drawing showing 
different directions on a map, is usually 
found somewhere on the edge of  a map.  It 
shows the four directions:  north, south, east 
and west. 

● Map Key : A map key or legend uses 
symbols, colors, or lines to represent 
important places or landmarks on a map.  

Day 2: Writing Directions 
for a Map 

● Geographers will know how 

to interpret symbols, a map 

key and a compass rose on a 

map by writing directions 

for how to find a location on 

a map. 

1. Give students a copy of the Kids Treasure Map. 
2. Have students write directions for getting from the 

start to the treasure.  Make sure to have them 
include cardinal directions and the landmarks/land 
features that they will be passing along the way. 

3. After completion, have students reflect on the 
activity:  What map features do you think are 
important to include when you are making a map? 
Why are these important? 
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Day 1:  Vocabulary Activity 

Map Vocabulary 

 
 

Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compass Rose 

Globe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map Key 
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Day 2:  Activity 
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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