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Dear Pirate Community,  
Pirates showed their school spirit this week by participating in Pirate Palooza.  Trivia night and 

Gatorball were awesome events. Our spirit week ends with the Color Run tomorrow morning at 9:00.  Monday 
night our Wind Ensemble performed.  The Carolinas Woodwind Orchestra performed after our band.  During 
their last song, our seniors joined the orchestra.  It was an amazing concert by all!

The whole school enjoyed our guest speaker, Minnie Jean Brown Trickey who was one of the Little 
Rock Nine.  Ms. Tricky spoke with students about the historical event at Central High School in Arkansas during 
desegregation. Ms. Tricky was an inspiration  and a reminder to stand up for what is right.  Some of our Porter 
Ridge High athletes visited Porter Ridge Elementary to Kick off their Books and Brackets week.  They shared 
their love of reading with the elementary students!!

Today our students and staff practiced our procedures for a school lockdown.  This safety drill was 
completed in collaboration with the Union County Sheriff’s Department.  Our Sheriff’s Department also supports 
a safe school environment by conducting random drug searches with their canine unit. We appreciate all that 
they do for us.  On another safety front, our school system is installing a LAN School system and Porter Ridge 
staff has been trained.  LAN School will allow our teachers to monitor UCPS-issued student chromebook 
screens while students are in their classrooms. This will allow teachers to use secure testing screens and assign 
specific websites for students to use as resources in their learning. Teachers will also be able to give students 
real time feedback as they facilitate the learning. We believe that this program will also limit internet distractions. 
This program does not affect your students access once they are off the campus. 

The Counseling Department finished the registration process with a junior assembly to provide 
information about High School Registration. Dr. Fisenne will lead a Curriculum Night Presentation for all 9th, 
10th, and 11th grade students on March 11th.  Please save the date to hear about offerings such as Advanced 
Placement courses, College Prep and Honors classes, PR Pathways that focus  on careers for all students, 
Academies at PR, and opportunities for community college courses.  Students will get official registration 
process paperwork and access the week of March 6th and choices are due March 15th.  

Porter Ridge is exploring adding an International Baccalaureate Program for Juniors and Seniors in 
2021-2022.  An IB program is a rigorous program consisting of college-level courses that prepare students for 
college and career.  If you have a younger child and are interested in bringing the IB Program to PRHS, please 
take our survey at https://goo.gl/d1bWcL 

Our Porter Ridge Athletic Booster Club works so hard to support the PR Athletic Program.
They are once again cooking and hosting the Annual PR Athletic BBQ 
on Friday March 8th from 11- 6! Spring athletes have tickets to sell for an
 $8 plate or 3 sandwiches with  chips.  For $10 you can purchase a pound
of Q.  Any companies with 10 orders or more should  contact our Athletic 
Director Thompson (ina.thompson@ucps.k12.nc.us ) to arrange for 
lunchtime deliveries.  Please see calendar for upcoming games and follow
 us on facebook and twitter so that you can keep on top of any schedule 
changes due to our spring weather. 

Please take time to read over  this newsletter. These newsletters allow 
our whole  community to know about the great things our children and 
teachers are doing here at Porter Ridge High School. The Pirate Press, 
in addition to our  website, facebook, and twitter, is the main form of   
communication from school to home.   Go Pirates!!! Dr. Fisenne  

https://goo.gl/d1bWcL
mailto:ina.thompson@ucps.k12.nc.us


 

●  Great Summer Opportunities for High School Students are on the school websites under guidance
● Rising senior grade reregistration finished
● Every Monday Ms. Burgess will be sending out the Scholarship Spotlight which will detail 1-2 scholarships. 

The email will also have the link to her updated Scholarship List for other scholarships. To access the list now 
click here. The list is continuously updated when new information is received.

Charlotte National College Fair on Sunday, March 17th

The Park Expo Center in Charlotte
For more information go to https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/charlotte-college-fair/

Seniors and Scholarships!  Keep researching.  Keep applying.
Parents of seniors, here is the presentation counselors gave to your students about scholarships.  Your student can view this 
through their school Google account.
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Mt1wSgI8_tUMlrZ_qsnYMHnt1ygEoHdQujl7vEppC_4/edit#slide=id.p
If you have questions, please contact your school counselor.  Please let Ms. Ponder in counseling know if you have received a 
scholarship. 
 
Counselor concerns:  Counselors have ongoing concerns about student’s vaping and over-using technology.  Here are some 
parent resources on both topics for consideration.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/18/health/vaping-nicotine-teenagers.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/more-feeling/201712/can-t-fight-feeling-technology-and-teen-anxiety

Updated transcripts are now available. If you have applied to a school that requires a mid-year report you can now 
go in and make the request for the transcript to be sent. *ONLY MAKE A REQUEST FOR SCHOOLS THAT 
REQUIRE A MID-YEAR TRANSCRIPT TO BE SENT*

Scholarship season is upon us!! Check your emails regularly. Every Monday Ms. Burgess will be sending out the 
Scholarship Spotlight which will detail 1-2 scholarships. The email will also have the link to her updated Scholarship 
List for other scholarships. To access the list now click here. The list is continuously updated when new information is 
received.

Current Sophomore & Juniors: Are you interested in taking Career and College Promise 
Courses through SPCC next school year? The counselors will be having an interest meeting very soon. Use this link 
to sign up for the meeting. Details to follow.

School Counseling

https://goo.gl/KgS4uG
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/18/health/vaping-nicotine-teenagers.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/more-feeling/201712/can-t-fight-feeling-technology-and-teen-anxiety
https://goo.gl/KgS4uG
https://goo.gl/odxK8H


Academic Letters and Bars









Yearbooks -- $80. Prices will increase. You can 
order yearbooks online (www.jostens.com) by clicking 
below or get an order form from Ms. Watson in G205.
Senior Yearbook Ads are on sale now to 
be featured in the yearbook. Order forms are 
available in the front office, in Ms. Watson's room (G205), 
and online @ (www.Jostens.com). 

Porter Ridge 

High School 

Yearbook 2019

http://www.jostens.com/


● Charlotte National College Fair will be on Sunday, March 17th at The Park Expo Center in Charlotte
For more information go to https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/charlotte-college-fair/

● AP English Mock Exam . March 23rd.  
● THE GREAT RACE is back and better than ever! Thursday, April 11th at 6:00. Mark your calendars!!! For 

those of you not familiar with THE GREAT RACE, click here for a little synopsis: Goo.gl/KduCJV
● Do you belong to or coach a sport? Do you belong to or sponsor a club? Stop by the tables during all lunches to 

purchase a spirit pin from our TTA classes. Lollipops, bath fizzies, and lanyards are also available for 
purchase. Bath fizzies come in a variety of scents such as lavender, eucalyptus, jasmine, rose, rosemary and 
peppermint. Ask about our Porter Ridge and Holiday gift sets! Place your orders today!

● NC State University’s Youth Engineering Summer Camp  Are you 
creative or interested in Engineering?  If so, NC State University College 
of Engineering will be running a  summer camp in Roger’s Hall at Queens 
University of Charlotte this summer.   Camp registration is now open and 
will stay open until all spots are filled.  To enroll for  the camp please 
visit www.engineeringcampcharlotte.com.  

● Ladies, are you looking to sell or donate gently used dresses in preparation
for prom? Want to buy a dress from a fellow pirate? Please follow the 
Porter Ridge Instagram @pirate.prom and directly send a message to our 
team with a photo of your dress, the size and color, and if you are donating
the dress or if you plan to sell with the price. Please bring any donated 
dresses to Ms. Lukasik in room G211 by March 8th. 

Announcements

Porter Ridge Career Pathways:  
PRHS has a host of career pathways that support students as they select their courses throughout their high 
school years. Each of these pathways includes careers students can explore and related courses offered at PR. 
These pathways assist students in choosing courses as they prepare for future studies and the workforce. 

Pathways at Porter Ridge 
High School include: JROTC, 
Animal Science, Architect, Arts,
Business Management, 
Culinary, Digital Media, 
Education, Engineering, 
Finance, Health Science, 
aw & Public Safety, and 
Liberal Arts.
cademies include: 
Culinary Arts
Veterinary Assisting 
Pharmacy Technician
Architecture,Eng. & Design
Digital Film
Click here for more info ==>

https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/charlotte-college-fair/
http://goo.gl/KduCJV
http://www.engineeringcampcharlotte.com/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/1990
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/1990
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/1990


Fri 3/1 Baseball AT South Meck 6:30; Women’s Soccer AT SV 6:00; Softball vs Catholic AT Jack Hughes Park 5:00

Mon 3/4 Softball AT CATA 4:00; Tennis AT East Meck 4:00; Men’s LAX vs Providence 5:30; Winter Sports Awards Night 
6:30

Tue 3/5 Baseball AT East Meck 4:30; Softball AT East Meck 4:00; Soccer vs Hopewell 4:30

Wed 3/6 Baseball vs Country Day 4:30; Soccer vs JMR 4:30; Women’s LAX AT Sun Valley 5:00

Thu 3/7 Men’s LAX vs Myers park 5:30

Fri 3/8 Softball vs Butler 4:00; Soccer AT Providence 4:30; Baseball vs East Meck 4:30; Women’s LAX vs Myers Park 
5:00

Mon 3/11 Tennis vs Butler 4:00

Tue 3/12 Baseball vs Butler 6:00; Men’s LAX vs Queen’s Grant 6:00; Softball AT Indy 4:00; Soccer AT Indy 6:00

Wed 3/13 Soccer AT Forest Hill 6:00; Men’s LAX vs Butler 6:00; 

Thu 3/14 Tennis AT Indy 4:00; Softball AT Marvin Ridge 6:00; Baseball AT West Stanley 4:00; Women’s LAX AT Parkwood 
5:00; Men’s LAX AT Parkwood 7:00

Fri 3/15 Soccer vs Garinger 6:00; Softball vs Garinger 4:30; Baseball AT Butler 4:30

Varsity times listed here; see Athletic website for all JV times 

Fri 3/1 Lip Sync Battle Auditorium 1:30

Sat 3/2 Color Run 9:00

Mon 3/4 FCCLA D101 3:00 

Tue 3/5 Robotics Club G104 3:00

Wed 3/6 Spanish Club F102 3:15

Thu 3/7 Gaming Club E102 3:00

Mon 3/11 GSA F108 3:00; Curriculum Night 6:30

Tue 3/12 Government Studies F106 7:30; Robotics Club G104 3:00; latin Club G111 3:00;

Wed 3/13 Graphic Design Club E105 3:00; Spanish Club F102 3:15

Thu 3/14 Gaming Club E102 3:00; Knitting & Crocheting Club G106 3:00

https://www.ucpsathletics.com/page/show/4426739-schedules


PRHS Academy Spotlight ~ Culinary Arts
The Culinary Arts academy offered at Porter Ridge allows students to master techniques 
through hands-on learning and practice.  Students that are apart of the Culinary Arts 
academy will learn technical skills they can apply the first day on the job, as well as, 
fundamentals of safety and sanitation practices, basic knife skills, menu planning, and 
food production skills.  
Students will be prepared and have the opportunity to take the ServSafe Food Protection 
Managers certification exam.

Don’t forget about the many other pathways offered at PRHS, as Culinary Arts is just one 
of them.  Click Here to learn more about the different Career Pathways offered at PRHS.

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/1990


2019 - 2020 CTE Internship
Attention Rising 12th graders, if you have taken at least 2 Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) courses, one being a level 2, and are interested in participating in a CTE Internship 
next school year, stop by the guidance office and pick up an application from Mrs. Webb.  
If you have any questions, please see Mrs. Webb in guidance.

Academy Pathway Applications for 2019 - 2020
Academy applications for the 2019-2020 school year are now open.  To learn more about 
the academies UCPS has to offer and for the application, please visit the UCPS Career 
Readiness page on the UCPS website or see Mrs. Webb in guidance.

Cosmetology Open House
Attention Rising 11th graders, the Cosmetology academy will be hosting an open house 
on Thursday, March 14th from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at the Walter Bickett Education Center.  
This is a drop in even for you to see the facility and ask the instructors and current 
students any questions you might have.  If you have any questions, please see Mrs. 
Webb in guidance.

Pirate 
Praise

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/6523
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/6523

