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Updates

 StrongSchoolsNC: Public Health Toolkit (K-12) 
Interim Guidance – Published June 2020; 
Updated July 29, 2021.

 Consultation with the Union County Public 
Health (UCPH) Director and Public Health Staff. 



Face coverings

In July, the Union County Board of Education 
voted to make face coverings optional for UCPS 
students, staff and visitors, as of August 1, 2021.

 Communication

 Responsibilities of administration, staff and 
students

 Face Coverings are a parent choice-UCPS staff 
not expected to monitor

 Procedures for students



Physical distancing and 
minimizing exposure

 3 feet physical distancing for student to student.

 6 feet physical distancing for student to staff and 
staff to staff. 

 Example of areas to consider—cafeteria, 
playgrounds, and common areas. 



Possible, suspected, presumptive, or confirmed 
positive COVID-19 cases

 Students, teachers, and staff who have COVID-19 symptoms 
or test positive should stay home and not come to school or 
work. 

 A close contact is being within 6 feet of a positive case of 
COVID-19 for a cumulative time of 15 minutes or more in a 24 
hour period.  

 It continues to be recommended for 14 day quarantine after 
last exposure. 

 UCPS may offer a quarantine option of 10 and 7 days if all 
non-pharmaceutical interventions can be followed. 



Possible, suspected, presumptive, or confirmed 
positive COVID-19 cases

 If a person is vaccinated and asymptomatic quarantine is not 
required.

 UCPS only asks for verification of vaccination status if a 
person is considered a close contact to a positive COVID-19 
case.

 UCPS will work closely with UCPH on positive cases and 
close contacts.

 UCPS/UCPH contact tracers will notify any identified close 
contacts to a positive case.  



Possible, suspected, presumptive, or confirmed 
positive COVID-19 cases

 UCPS will not offer a remote learning option (Plan D from the 
2020-2021 school year) for this school year.

 If a student is quarantined Canvas will be the method of 
instructional delivery. 

 If a classroom is quarantined, each school/teacher will work 
with students on continuation of learning.  

 For children with specific medical needs, documentation 
should be provided to the student's principal and the 
appropriate team will be convened to consider 
accommodations.



School health and custodial support 

 UCPS will continue to have a nurse at every school.

 Schools will continue to encourage proper 
handwashing or use of hand sanitizer.  

 UCPS custodial teams will continue to clean surfaces 
once a day, prioritizing high touch surfaces.

 UCPS custodial teams will clean and disinfect spaces 
where a positive COVID-19 case has occurred in the 
last 24 hours. 



Communication 

 UCPS will communicate with staff and families on 
COVID-19 clusters.

 UCPS will work with UCPH to contact any staff and 
students related to close contacts to a positive case of 
COVID-19. 

 COVID-19 information can be found on the NCDHHS 
and UCPH websites. 



Visitors and Facilities Use 

 Visitors will be allowed on campus for academic 
related events and for student support. (i.e. tutoring, 
Read With U, Scouting, PTO).

 UCPS will continue to limit visitors on campus for non-
academic activities.

 No visitors for lunches and classroom celebrations. 

 UCPS schools will utilize the video doorbell systems.

 UCPS will reinstate facilities use agreements. 



Field trips and assemblies 

 UCPS will reinstate academic related field trip 
opportunities.  

 Schools will be allowed to have assemblies 
(must follow physical distancing guidelines).



Employee procedures

 Employees will return to a face-to-face environment 
for the 2021-2022 school year.

 Employee safety continues to be a priority.

 COVID-19 Helpline will remain available for staff.

 Employees who are symptomatic, exposed or test 
positive for COVID should contact the UCPS 
Helpline for guidance. 



COVID-19 testing and vaccines

 UCPS will continue to refer students and staff to 
a healthcare provider for testing. 

 UCPH has COVID-19 vaccine appointments 
available, if desired. 

 UCPS does not require staff or students to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine.  



Next steps

 Will review plan with principals, administrators 
and staff.

 The UCPS Health and Safety FAQ will be 
updated on the UCPS website on the back to 
school page.

 Will work on any future updates with UCPH.



Thank you!




