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Why the 
shift?

What does 
the research 

say?



● "Dyslexia Resources — RISE". RISE, 2022, https://riseliteracy.org/dyslexia-resources. Accessed 18 Feb 

2022.

● "The Reading Brain: How Your Brain Helps You Read, And Why It Matters - Scientific Learning". Scientific 

Learning, 2017, 

https://www.scilearn.com/the-reading-brain/#:~:text=The%20temporal%20lobe%20is%20responsible,gram

mar%20in%20our%20native%20language. Accessed 24 Feb 2022.

.

Reading is unnatural. 
Our brains are “wired” for 
language, but not for reading.

Learning to read involves 
training the brain.

- Sound-letter correspondence
- Words
- Sentences
- Paragraphs 
- Morphemes (meaningful 

parts)

Skilled readers use different 
parts of the brain than 
unskilled readers.
Brain imaging research shows 
that after just two months of 
explicit and systematic 
instruction, unskilled reading 
brains can be “rewired”.





Name and description

"Structured Literacy - Sarah's Teaching Snippets". Sarah's Teaching Snippets, 2018, 

https://sarahsnippets.com/structured-literacy/. Accessed 24 Feb 2022.



What is the difference?

"Balanced Literacy’S Crumbling Foundation– 

What We Can Do About It". 

Righttoreadproject.Com, 2019, 

https://righttoreadproject.com/2019/12/18/bala

nced-literacys-crumbling-foundation-what-we-c

an-do-about-it/. Accessed 21 Mar 2022.



Morphology
Parent Participation:

In the chat- what words can you make using different prefixes and suffixes combined with “graph.”



How can I help?
Instead of this… Do this…

“Does it look right?”
“Does it sound right?”
“Does it make sense?”

“What sounds do you see? 
Start at the beginning and work all the 
way through the word.”

“Sound it out.”

“What rule goes with this spelling?”

“What chunks of the word do you already 
know?”

“Look at the picture. What in the picture 
starts with this sound?”

“How does this show what’s happening in 
the story?”

“What is my child’s reading level?” “What are the reading skills my child is  
working on?”



How can I support my reader at home?
- Vocabulary

- Language Structure
- Background Knowledge

- Have intentional conversations: 
Ask questions. Make connections.

- Provide wide variety of experiences.
- Encourage reading that the child enjoys and 

support when needed.

https://youtu.be/wBuA589kfMg

https://youtu.be/wBuA589kfMg


NC DPI Literacy at 
Home Website

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/parents-corner/literacy-home-digital-childrens-reading-initiative
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/parents-corner/literacy-home-digital-childrens-reading-initiative


Questions?


